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WOMEN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL — SYMPOSIUM RECOMMENDATIONS 

288. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Women’s Interests: 
I refer to the Women’s Advisory Council’s final symposium recommendations of June 2010 and the 
government’s commitment to use the symposium to shape government policies. 

(1) Does the government support all the recommendations, and what mechanism has been set up to allocate 
responsibility for the recommendations and to report on implementation? 

(2) Specifically, what progress has been made on the following recommendations — 

(a) set up a state-funded microcredit system to make it possible for low-income earners to buy or 
rent a computer for online courses; 

(b) require government departments to complete a gender impact statement when introducing 
legislation; 

(c) develop a women’s strategy; and 

(d) introduce targets and/or quotas to increase the percentage of women in leadership and board 
positions and reward companies through financial incentives such as government procurement 
practices? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(2) The Women’s Advisory Council undertook further consultation in Karratha last week and is planning 
several other consultations in other parts of the state. Once they are completed, the council will report 
back to me and I will decide, in conjunction with my ministerial colleagues, on appropriate strategies to 
progress the recommendations of the council. The council will report to me which of its 
recommendations it wants to further progress.  

I looked up the number of women on Western Australian government boards and committees. In 2003, 
women made up 28 per cent of the members on government boards and committees. In 2005, it was 
31 per cent and in 2007, it was 32 per cent. Our state government has now got that figure up to 37 per 
cent.  

 


